
PRAYER AS ASKING 
 

Matthew 7:7-11 
 
First, we need to couch this whole discussion from the perspective of a loving parent – 
child relationship.  This changes everything. 

• When we are asking for things, we must remember that we are talking to our 
Loving Father 

 
Ask, Seek, Knock…Jesus tells us to do these things. 

• Jesus teaches us to be aggressive and determined in our prayer lives 
• This is not passive 
• He does not say, “You can ask” or, “You are allowed to ask.” 

 
This passage is absolutely hilarious.  Jesus is a Master Teacher 

• A stone?  A serpent? 
• (Even though you are evil) 

 
Q for Discussion:  Since it is Christmas time, if you are a parent, or if you can imagine a 
parent and you might have nieces or nephews of friends with children, what kind of gifts 
do you want to give them? 
 
Story:  Kayla’s Christmas with Andrea’s family 
 
Prayer is relational, not mechanical.   

• There isn’t a magic way to pray or a silver bullet ending to pray or hour to pray 
to get something done. 

 
Problem: I shouldn’t bother God with my petty details and stresses.  He has better things 
to worry about.  WRONG.  He loves us.  He wants to hear from us.  Things that matter to 
us matter to God. 
 

Luke 11:5-8 
 

The first people who heard this story could relate to it 
• Hospitality was of huge importance, and if a guest had come they would have 

been on a long journey, and there was no In ‘N Out on the road back then 
• But in that time houses were smaller, and often you would have the whole family 

sleeping in one small room.  Sometimes the kids simple beds with straw would fit 
under the big bed, and extra kids would sleep in the big bed with the parents. 

• So getting up to give your neighbor some bread was a big hassle 
 
Do you have any other translations that use another word besides impudence? 

• (persistence, determination) 
 
So what is the point?  Persistence in prayer 



Luke 18:1-8 
 
What a great introduction in verse 1, just to make sure we understand the point of the 
parable. 
 
Again, Jesus makes this interesting point that this tactic will work on anyone, even an 
unrighteous judge, but we are actually asking for help from our good God who loves us  
 
There is a clear theme in these three passages: Jesus tells us to keep asking and asking. 
 
Q for discussion: What keeps us from being persistent in our requests? 
 
 
 

Exodus 32:1-14 
 

Setting the scene: Moses is up on the mountain with God and the people are impatient.  
They don’t know what has happened to Moses to they take their jewelry and they made a 
golden calf and worshipped it. 
 
Start reading at verse 7 
 
Moses argues with God and God changes His mind 

• This cannot be fake 
• There is a flexibility here 

 
God’s response is not a charade.  He does not pretend to answer our requests when He 
was going to do something anyway. 
 

 
2 Kings 20:1-11 

 
Read 1-7  Hezekiah gets 15 more years 

 
God is willing to change His mind.  He sometimes allows our prayer to change the course 
of history. 
 
Possible Attitude: Well, I know that God has a plan.  I know He already has His mind 
made up, so there’s nothing I can do about it. 

• It’s good not to worry.  It is good to depend on God. 
• But we are taught to wrestle with God, to ask for things, to be involved in the 

process 
 
Story: Tony and Amethyst’s little girl 
 
 



Problem:  Unanswered Prayer 
 
I don’t buy the whole thing that God answers every prayer with Yes, No, Wait 

• While preparing for this series I encountered a frightening amount of Christian 
writing, Biblical commentary, etc. that won’t look at the fact that sometimes we 
pray for things that we cannot imagine being a bad prayer, and nothing happens 

• Let’s admit that this is disturbing and frightening and there is no easy answer to 
this… 

 
First Perspective… 
Let’s go back to thinking of ourselves as children.  Children ask for the wrong things.   
 
My daughter cannot imagine why she should not have a Barbie doll like her friends, but 
we believe that Barbie dolls can send strange messages with their long legs and perky 
little breasts.   
 
We just don’t know everything.  We are not God.  Our understanding is finite. 

• Even the things that we adult humans are just sure we need may not be for the 
best… 

• We pray for a sunny day while we move into a new house, but the farmer a few 
miles away prays for rain to save his crops 

• We pray for things that are more appropriately taken care of with some work on 
our part. 

 
James 4:3 “You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions.”  
 
 
Another Perspective: The Harder Questions 
 

1. But think about those of us who have prayed for a loved one who died… 
 

2. Think about large communities of Christians who lived in slavery in our 
country…they were praying for deliverance 

 
3. What about a young adult in the ghetto who prays desperately for a job but cannot 

find one? 
 

4. What about the Mom who has been praying for years that her son would be 
delivered from drug and alcohol addiction? 

 
5. Think about children who are repeatedly abused by their parents or caregivers 

 
 
So we go back to wrestling with the fact that we live in a broken and fractured world that 
has not been fully redeemed or restored 



• We live in a world with brokenness, sin and evil, with Satan working against us 
• We live in this in between place of struggle 

 
We wrestle with the fact that God has given us humans a particular freedom of choice, 
which includes the possibility of true relationship and intimacy with God, and it also 
allows for all sorts of evil in this world 
 
I believe you have wrestled with this idea that while God is ultimately in control, God 
does not actively control every detail of everything that happens 
 

• This can be helpful, such as when something awful happens and someone says, 
“All things work together for good.  I guess God wanted that to happen.”…I am 
more confident to say, “No, I think what just happen may grieve God and may 
just be evil.” 

 
 

HOPE 
 

But as children of God, believing that we are loved, we choose to believe in hope.  We 
choose to believe that everything will be made right.  We choose to believe that our lives 
have purpose, and we choose to believe that with God’s love we can overcome the 
tragedy and evil that we sometimes face. 
 
We pray because we have a loving Father who cares for us, wants to hear from us, 
commands us to talk to Him about everything,  
 
And even sometimes changes the course of history because of our requests… 
 
 

VIDEO (if time permits) 
 

Nooma Video #19  “Open” 
 
 
 
 
 


